
Recognize the Signs of Child Abuse 

There are four major types of child maltreatment: physical abuse, neglect, sexual abuse, and emotional abuse. 

 

Physical Abuse 

Physical Abuse is physical injury that results in substantial harm to the child, or the genuine threat of 

substantial harm from physical injury to the child. The physical injury (ranging from minor bruises to severe 

fractures or death) can result from punching, beating, shaking, kicking, biting, throwing, stabbing, hitting, 

burning, choking, or otherwise harming a child. Such injury is considered abuse regardless of whether the 

caretaker intended to hurt the child. 

Suspect Physical Abuse When You See: 

 Frequent injuries such as bruises, cuts, black eyes, or burns without adequate explanations 

 Frequent complaints of pain without obvious injury 

 Burns or bruises in unusual patterns that may indicate the use of an instrument or human bite; cigarette burns on 

any part of the body 

 Lack of reaction to pain 

 Aggressive, disruptive, and destructive behavior 

 Passive, withdrawn, and emotionless behavior 

 Fear of going home or seeing parents 

 Injuries that appear after a child has not been seen for several days 

 Unreasonable clothing that may hide injuries to arms or legs  

Neglect 

Neglect is failure to provide for a child’s basic needs necessary to sustain the life or health of the child, 

excluding failure caused primarily by financial inability unless relief services have been offered and refused. 

Suspect Neglect When You See: 

 Obvious malnourishment 

 Lack of personal cleanliness 

 Torn or dirty clothing 

 Stealing or begging for food 

 Child unattended for long periods of time 

 Need for glasses, dental care, or other medical attention 

 Frequent tardiness or absence from school  

Sexual Abuse 

Sexual Abuse includes fondling a child’s genitals, penetration, incest, rape, sodomy, indecent exposure, and 

exploitation through prostitution or producing pornographic materials. 

Suspect Sexual Abuse When You See: 

 Physical signs of sexually transmitted diseases 

 Evidence of injury to the genital area 

 Pregnancy in a young girl 

 Difficulty in sitting or walking 



 Extreme fear of being alone with adults of a certain sex 

 Sexual comments, behaviors or play 

 Knowledge of sexual relations beyond what is expected for a child’s age 

 Sexual victimization of other children  

Emotional Abuse 

Emotional Abuse is mental or emotional injury that results in an observable and material impairment in a child’s 

growth, development, or psychological functioning. It includes extreme forms of punishment such as confining a 

child in a dark closet, habitual scapegoating, belittling, and rejecting treatment for a child. 

Suspect Emotional Abuse When You See: 

 Over compliance 

 Low self-esteem 

 Severe depression, anxiety, or aggression 

 Difficulty making friends or doing things with other children 

 Lagging in physical, emotional, and intellectual development 

 Caregiver who belittles the child, withholds love, and seems unconcerned about the child’s problems 

Children May Be at Risk…… 

 If families don’t know how to handle a child’s behavior. 

 If families are yelling at children a lot. 

 If families are stressed out. 

 If families are having trouble paying bills. 

 If drugs and alcohol are a problem. 

 If there is a feeling of hopelessness and families don’t know where to turn. 

Abuse and neglect affect people of every race, age, and income level.  The majority of parents 

who abuse their children love their children, but many factors can lead them to do things they 

regret. 

 Trouble managing stress.  Problems with work, money, or relationships put a strain 

on family life.  If a parent or caretaker has trouble managing stress, it can lead to 

abuse. 

 A lack of parenting skills.  Some parents might not understand how to care for a 

child’s basic needs or they might have unrealistic ideas about a child’s abilities and 

behavior.  They might punish behavior that is natural for a child. 

 A history of abuse.  Many child abusers were abused or witnessed abuse. 

 A problem with alcohol or drugs.  Alcohol and other drugs impair a person’s ability 

to act responsibly.  They can also make it harder to control emotions. 

 



 

You can help reduce a child’s risk of maltreatment or abuse 

 Know your students. 

 Pay attention to behavior. 

 Have a relationship with your students.  Build trust together. 

 Remind students of safety on the internet.   

 Remind students to have a buddy when he/she walks home or attends other activities. 

 

Protocol to assist a student who may be at risk 

 Listen. 

 Take what the student says seriously. 

 Assure the student that help is available and you are going to see that they get help. 

 Do not leave the child alone. 

 Escort the student to the counselor, Principal or AP. 

 If you feel that a child has been abused make a report to CPS.  Counselors or administrators can 

assist you, if needed.  

 

Community Organizations: 

Midland Rape Crisis & Children’s Advocacy Center 682-7273 

Centers for Children and Families   570-1084 

Samaritan Counseling Center    563-4144 

Safe Place of the Permian Basin    570-1465 

Texas Abuse Hotline     1-800-252-5400 

Midland ISD Board Policy                                                      FFG 
                                                                                                  (Legal) 
Student Welfare Child Abuse and Neglect 
 
MISD Protocol for Reporting  

          
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Procedures for Reporting Sexual or Physical Abuse Involving Children 
 

                                     When a child has reported abuse, please follow the steps listed below. 
1. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO GATHER INFORMATION FROM THE CHILD VICTIM OR 

WITNESS. 

2. The outcry witness should contact law enforcement at the following number 

 

 

Midland Police Department Crimes Against Persons Unit: 685-7149 

                         3. Have the following information available (if possible) 

A. Victim’s name, DOB, and locating information 

B. Suspect’s name 

C. Type of crime committed  

D. Brief summary of reporting person’s knowledge of the offense 

            4. Contact MISD Police Department at 689-1059 

            5.  Fax a report to the CPS Hotline at 512-832-2090 or call 800-252-5400 


